
Motions Questions and Answers: Written Answer Reports 
Week beginning 27/4/20 

 
27/4/20 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what steps it will take to address reports of double charging for 
childcare places for key workers during the COVID-19 outbreak, where they are 
asked to pay a retainer fee by their usual provider and full fees by a designated 
childcare provider. (S5W-28158) 
Maree Todd: Local authorities have been asked to put in place critical childcare 
provision for keyworkers and vulnerable families and are working at pace to develop 
local approaches that reflect local circumstances. We understand that local 
authorities are taking a variety of approaches to keyworker provision and we are 
working closely with our local government partners to understand these models. 
With regard to places in private providers that cannot be accessed due to closures, it 
is up to individual businesses to set their own charging policies. 
The Scottish Government is, however, encouraging all childcare providers to be 
reasonable and balanced in their dealings with parents, recognising the incredibly 
challenging situation in which families find themselves. 
We understand that this is an anxious and worrying time for business owners in the 
childcare sector. It is of vital importance to the Scottish Government that our 
childcare sector survive and thrives after the pandemic. Childcare will play a critical 
role in Scotland’s economic recovery, and we are determined to achieve our 
ambition of improving children’s outcomes through expanded provision of high-
quality early learning and childcare. 
The UK and Scottish Governments have therefore developed a range of business 
support measures available to the childcare sector. The Scottish Government and 
local authorities have also guaranteed funding for statutory places throughout the 
period of closures. We would encourage childcare providers to look at our dedicated 
gov.scot advice pages for childcare providers to ensure they are making full use of 
the business and financial support available at this challenging time. 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether key worker childcare during the COVID-19 outbreak will be 
fully-funded, or whether these workers should expect to be charged full fees by the 
designated provider. (S5W-28159) 
Maree Todd: Local authorities have been asked to put in place critical childcare 
provision for keyworkers and vulnerable families and are working at pace to develop 
local approaches that reflect local circumstances. We understand that local 
authorities are taking a variety of approaches to keyworker provision and we are 
working closely with our local government partners to understand these models. 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on childcare facilities charging full or part fees to 
parents as a retainer fee for childcare places while these facilities are either closed 
or open only to key workers during the COVID-19 outbreak. (S5W-28160) 
Maree Todd: It is up to individual businesses to set their own charging policies. The 
Scottish Government is, however, encouraging all childcare providers to be 



reasonable and balanced in their dealings with parents, recognising the incredibly 
challenging situation in which families find themselves. 
We understand that this is an anxious and worrying time for business owners in the 
childcare sector. It is of vital importance to the Scottish Government that our 
childcare sector survive and thrives after the pandemic. Childcare will play a critical 
role in Scotland’s economic recovery, and we are determined to achieve our 
ambition of improving children’s outcomes through expanded provision of high-
quality early learning and childcare. 
The UK and Scottish Governments have therefore developed a range of business 
support measures available to the childcare sector. The Scottish Government and 
local authorities have also guaranteed funding for statutory places throughout the 
period of closures. We would encourage childcare providers to look at our dedicated 
gov.scot advice pages for childcare providers to ensure they are making full use of 
the business and financial support available at this challenging time. 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what its response is to reports that Dumfries and 
Galloway Council is withholding payments to some private, voluntary and 
independent nursery providers for funded places. (S5W-28172) 
Maree Todd: I issued a joint letter with the COSLA Spokesperson for Children and 
Young People on 24 March to confirm that where private or third sector providers 
(including childminders) are closed or children are unable to attend due to the 
pandemic, local authorities should continue payments for funded places for the 
duration of the closure, to ensure that local early learning and childcare (ELC) 
capacity is retained and to support sustainability for the future delivery of ELC. 
COSLA also published supporting guidance for commissioners on 24 March which 
can be found at: 
https://www.cosla.gov.uk/cosla-guidance-commissioners-during-covid-19- 
response . 
Dumfries and Galloway Council have confirmed that they have brought forward 
payments to providers that have remained open and these payments have been 
made, whilst payments to providers that are now closed will be made in advance, as 
normal, within four weeks of the start of the new term. 
Our colleagues in local government are working at pace under enormous pressure to 
respond to the extraordinary circumstances in which we all find ourselves. We are 
working together to resolve issues as they emerge, and I would like to thank councils 
for their continued efforts. 
 
28/4/20 
Gordon MacDonald (Edinburgh Pentlands) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its position is on progressing the OECD Review of 
Curriculum for Excellence, in light of the COVID-19 outbreak. (S5W-28748) 
John Swinney: The Covid-19 pandemic presents unprecedented challenges for our 
education system. Our overriding priorities are ensuring the health and wellbeing of 
children, young people and staff and maintaining a continuity of learning wherever 
possible whilst schools are closed, as well as planning and preparing for a recovery 
phase. 



We remain committed to the Review of Curriculum for Excellence and are 
progressing this by providing the OECD with a comprehensive written evidence pack 
which we are co-developing with partners. However, it is critical that we do not make 
any additional demands on the system at this time. Therefore, following discussions 
with national partners and the OECD, we have agreed to postpone engagement with 
policy stakeholders until September and engagement with practitioners and learners 
until October 2020. This approach would see publication of the final report in June 
2021. 
This is the current position but our approach will be kept under review, responding 
appropriately to changing developments. 
 
Alexander Stewart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the concerns regarding the 
potential impact of the COVID-19 outbreak on the higher education sector, what 
action it is taking to reassure staff and students that it has a coherent plan to retain 
capacity across the sector following the end of lockdown period, which will aim to 
ensure stability and maintain the positive impact that higher education can bring to 
the country. (S5W-28669) 
Richard Lochhead: Work around the financial impact of COVID-19 on universities 
continues to be progressed as a priority and at pace by the Scottish Government and 
the Scottish Funding Council. We are working closely with our universities, other 
stakeholders and through the Further and Higher Education Covid-19 Ministerial 
Leadership Group, to build an understanding of immediate and longer-term impacts 
across teaching, research, staff and student issues and how to support universities 
now and when current lockdown measures are lifted. 
Through this work we are developing an action plan to deliver a direct response to 
the needs for the sector as a result of Covid-19. We are also discussing additional 
financial support needs with the UK Government and have committed to working 
with our universities to ensure they remain at the forefront of global education as we 
emerge from this crisis. 
 
29/4/20 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the impact of COVID-19 on the exam timetable, what 
discussions it has had with the SQA regarding pupils sitting exams in the autumn of 
2020. (S5W-28263) 
John Swinney: In response to the current challenging circumstances, I continue to 
have extensive discussions with the Chief Examiner. I made clear in my statement to 
Parliament on 19 March that given the scientific and health advice available at the 
time, there can be no exam diet in 2020. SQA is working to deliver a certification 
model to ensure that the achievements of young people are fairly recognised in the 
absence of the exam diet. This will be supported by the operation of a Post Results 
Service. 
Given the arrangements that are being developed and put in place, there are no 
plans to hold any exams before the 2021 exam diet. 



Mark Ruskell (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what percentage of vulnerable children are continuing to attend critical 
provision for school and early learning during the COVID-19 outbreak. (S5W-28306) 
John Swinney: This information is not held centrally. The data that has been 
provided by local authorities indicates that overall around 1% of the relevant school 
and early year’s population have been attending local authority hubs since schools 
were asked to close. 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what guidance has been issued to education authorities regarding the 
payment of supply teachers during the school closures that are in place as a result of 
the COVID-19 outbreak. (S5W-28319) 
John Swinney: On 26 March the Scottish Negotiating Committee for Teachers 
(SNCT) provided guidance for all supply staff on fixed term temporary contacts 
during school closures. This guidance can be found at the following link: 
http://www.snct.org.uk/library/2714/SNCT20-75.pdf . 
In addition, on 3 April, the SNCT agreed a job retention payment scheme for those 
supply teachers not in a contract as at 20 March 2020. Further details can be found 
at the following link: http://www.snct.org.uk/library/2718/JS-20-78.pdf 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what it is doing to (a) monitor and (b) support the wellbeing of 
children who have been identified as vulnerable but are not attending childcare hubs. 
(S5W-28524) 
John Swinney: From the outset of the COVID-19 lockdown, Government has 
worked closely with partners in local authorities, health boards, the 3rd sector and 
with other stakeholders, to monitor and ensure support to vulnerable children who 
are not attending the hubs. This has taken account of the fact that most parents, 
supported by most practitioners, have not considered the hubs to be appropriate for 
many of the children who might be considered as vulnerable. Accordingly, these 
children are being supported with online learning and other services at home. 
The Scottish Government and the Society of Local Authority Chief Executives 
(SOLACE) have established a leadership group of senior leaders from across the 
sector, to oversee how risk for children and families is managed and mitigated during 
the lockdown and subsequent recovery phases. As part of this, a new data set has 
been established, which will be collected on a regular basis, and reported to 
Ministers. 

The Scottish Government has published a commentary about the impact of COVID-
19 on children and families in the initial weeks of the lockdown, and on the way that 
services are responding. This is available at 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/supporting-vulnerable-children-youngpeople- 
data-intelligence-report/ 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will publish the daily childcare setting attendance 
figures reported to it by local authorities, and how this compares to projected 
attendance, broken down by (a) key worker category and (b) number of vulnerable 
children. (S5W-28525) 

http://www.snct.org.uk/library/2718/JS-20-78.pdf


John Swinney: On average, over the past week (from 20 April to 24 April), 6,060 
children and young people (0.8%) were attending school hubs. Of this total an 
estimated 83% were children and young people of key workers and an estimated 
17% were vulnerable children. We did not have any projected attendance figures so 
this information is not available. 
have sufficient access to the drug, hydroxychloroquine, while it is being used 
in COVID-19 clinical trials. 
 
 
30/4/20 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many children have been identified as vulnerable in each 
local authority area, and what percentage on average have been attending childcare 
hubs each week.(S5W-28526) 
John Swinney: This information is not held centrally.The data that has been 
provided by local authority indicates that overall around 1% of the relevant school 
and early year’s population have been attending local authority hubs since schools 
were asked to close. 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what information it is gathering on the provision of care for (a) 
vulnerable children and (b) children of key workers. (S5W-28527) 
John Swinney: From the outset of the COVID-19 lockdown, the Scottish 
Government has been gathering data on a daily basis from local authorities on the 
number of vulnerable children and children of keyworkers attending ELC provision 
and education hubs. There is also daily collection of data regarding the provision of 
free school meals. There is daily contact between Education Scotland and local  
authorities on these matters, as well as regular discussion between Government 
officials, SOLACE, COSLA and ADES. 
Further, because many vulnerable children are being supported at home, 
Government and SOLACE have agreed a new data set that includes contact with 
these children. 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will publish the public health advice it received on the implications of 
closing school during the COVID-19 outbreak. (S5W-28571) 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government’s decisions have been guided by the 
advice of the Scientific Advisory Group on Emergencies (SAGE). SAGE provides 
COBRA and the four UK Governments with advice and recommendations based on 
scientific evidence. The publication of SAGE advice is not a matter for the Scottish 
Government. 
The SAGE advice has informed consideration by the Chief Medical Officers of the 
four nations and the public health advice Health Protection Scotland has issued in 
the form of guidance for specific sectors. In essence, the policy of social distancing 
underpins all of the Government’s actions to date and the First Minister published 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): Framework for Decision Making on 23 April which outlines 
the approach and principles that will guide the Scottish Government as it makes 
decisions about transitioning out of the current lockdown arrangements. As that 



document sets out, the Chief Medical Officer of Scotland’s Advisory Group will 
provide scientific advice specific to Scotland in considering future options, 
augmenting the advice received from SAGE. 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on the reported decision by the University of the West of Scotland 
to refuse to pay a wage to staff on zero-hour contracts, or to furlough such staff in 
order to allow them access to the UK Government scheme. (S5W-28640) 
Richard Lochhead: Universities which are only part-funded from the public purse, 
and which will lose some or all income from other sources as a result of the impact of 
Coronavirus, can consider furloughing staff and claiming a Coronavirus Job 
Retention Scheme (CJRS) grant from HMRC. However, the decision on whether to 
apply to the CJRS is for individual institutions, as autonomous bodies, to take 
themselves. I understand that, under the current guidance, the University of the West 
of Scotland (UWS) has decided it will not be applying to the CJRS for any of its staff. 
I further understand that UWS has established an Emergency Hardship Fund, to 
which UWS students on zero-hours UWS contracts may apply. 
 
1/5/20 
Jeremy Balfour (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government what support is being provided to autistic children who are 
unable to attend the COVID-19 hubs because (a) their parents or guardians are not 
considered to be key workers, (b) they are not considered a child protection risk or 
(c) they are unable to social distance. (S5W-28678) 
John Swinney: We recognise that children and young people with autism may be 
finding things particularly challenging during this difficult time. 
Local authorities have developed a range of creative ways to support children and 
young people with a wide range of needs during this challenging time. 
This includes creating opportunities for distance and online learning and the use of a 
range of learning resources which can be adapted to meet the learning needs of 
children and young people. 
The Scottish Government has developed a range of information and guidance, 
including specific advice within Coronavirus (COVID-19): supporting pupils, parents 
and teachers - learning during term 4 and on Parent Club for parents and carers to 
help them to support children and young people with a range of needs, including 
autism when learning at home; comprehensive guidance to help support continuity 
for children and young people’s learning for the term ahead; updating the Autism 
Toolbox to include a section on coronavirus, which provides information and 
signposting on supporting autistic learners at home. 
Jeremy Balfour (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether a phased return to school is being considered for 
children with additional needs for whom social distancing during the COVID-19 
outbreak is more difficult, particularly for those with physical requirements. 
(S5W-28679) 
John Swinney: There is a lot to consider around the re-opening of schools and early 
learning settings ahead of the science indicating that we are able to do so. The 
recently established C-19 Education Recovery Group is looking into a range of  
issues, and ensuring that learners, including those with additional support needs are 



able to progress with their education and be prepared for the school year ahead is of 
course a part of this. The group, chaired by the Deputy First Minister, will be working 
with key stakeholders to ensure that we consider all sensible options. 
On 20 April 2020 the Scottish Government also published comprehensive guidance 
to help support continuity for children and young people's learning for the term 
ahead. This is available from https://www.gov.scot/publications/supporting-pupils-
parents-teacherslearning-during-term-4/ 
This guidance is for pupils, parents and teachers and was prepared by the Scottish 
Government and Education Scotland with input from CoSLA, SOLACE, ADES and 
professional associations. It gives an overview of the measures in place and steps 
being taken, at a national and local level, to support all children and young people in 
Scotland. 
Jeremy Balfour (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government how it will support children with additional support needs 
who will not be able to benefit from transition support because of the COVID-19 
outbreak, particularly between (a) Nursery-P1 and (b) P7- S1. (S5W-28681) 
John Swinney: Local authorities, head teachers and teachers are experienced and 
skilled in leading transition arrangements. For Term 4, and looking ahead to the next 
session, schools, clusters and local authorities are considering new and innovative 
approaches to transition in relation to curriculum and wellbeing matters. This will 
include consideration of a wide range of factors, including the challenges faced by 
young people who have been particularly affected by COVID-19. This could be due 
to illness or bereavement, the impact of social isolation or experiencing poverty for 
the first time. The importance of relationships at a local level is paramount to 
successful work in this area. 
The Scottish Government has published has published new guidance - Supporting 
Pupils, Parents and Teachers: Learning in Term 4 - to support the home learning of 
children and young people. This is available at 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/supporting-pupils-parents-teacherslearning- 
during-term-4/ 
To support local authorities and schools, Education Scotland is developing further 
bespoke Term 4 guidance to assist in planning for the many transitions that take 
place during Term 4. These materials will be available in early May. 


